
Lynden Christian Board of Directors Summary – Aug. 2, 2021 

Derek DeKoster shared thoughts on the direction we should take in leaving a legacy for our 

children. “Blessed is the man who fears the Lord…the generation of the upright will be blessed.” 

(Psalm 112). He also reminded us about instruction from Proverbs about “training up a child in 

the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” And how the commands of 

the Lord are to be on our heart, we are to impress them on our children, talk about them, tie 

them as symbols on our hands and write them on our doorframes, according to Deut. 6. Leaving 

a legacy requires we start with ourselves, we need to be in God’s word, to be telling our 

children how God has helped us, and that we stand firm in shaky times. Pray with your kids, 

inspire them to believe no burden is bigger than our God, who will guide them.  

Our new board members were welcomed – Brian Kooiker, T.J. Mellema and Lise Kramer. Board 

officers were elected: Jon DeJong, President; Kathryn Van Weerdhuizen, V.P.; Leonard Smit, 

Treasurer; Mike Smit, Secretary; Asst. Treasurer, TJ Mellema; Assistant Secretary Lisa Kramer. 

A lengthy and in-depth discussion was held on an initial Health & Wellness Proposal. Current 

mandates were reviewed and clarified. Concerns expressed by families were reviewed and 

aired. The board affirmed that our preference would be to offer in person education, preferably 

without masks. We hope to be able find a way to navigate a path this fall without putting our 

mission or operation in jeopardy or having individuals or representatives of LC be held 

personally liable for disregarding health guidelines. We want to consider presenting alternative 

plans to the County Health Board. We concluded we were not ready to make a definitive 

decision on a path forward, but would notify the society of our ongoing discussions and seek 

legal advice on several points.  

Kathryn gave an update on the work being done by the Strategic Roadmapping team. Parting 

reflections and advice was shared by retiring board members, as well as a huge debt of thanks 

expressed to Bryan Van Loo, Josh Levine and Winerva Kramer. Paul updated the board on class 

size discussions, some personal reflections and an update on the interviewing process for new 

families. Campus Site planning also continues as well as discussions of a potential capital 

campaign. Dan reminded all of us to submit board evaluations by our next meeting.  


