Leisure Reading for Young Adults

This list represents a broad range of genres appropriate for ages 16 and older.

This reading list is an ongoing work created by Mrs. Ashley Groen, LCHS English teacher.  This list was created as part of her Master’s in Education thesis in Curriculum and Instruction from City University.   This list is a good starting point for summertime reading, or leisure reading any time year!

A Lesson Before Dying


Ernest Gaines

A Prayer for Owen Meany


John Irving

A Thousand Acres



Jane Smiley

Accidental Tourist



Anne Tyler

As I Lay Dying



William Faulkner

Beloved




Toni Morrison

Catcher in the Rye



J.D. Salinger

Centennial




James Michener

Cider House Rules



John Irving

Cry, the Beloved Country


Alan Paton

Exodus




Leon Uris

Girl With a Pearl Earring


Tracy Chevalier

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Maya Angelou

Moby Dick




Herman Melville

My name is Asher Lev


Chaim Potok

Native Son




Richard Wright

O Pioneers!




Willa Cather

On The Road



Jack Kerouac

Ordinary People



Judith Guest

Out of Africa




Isak Dinesen

Ragtime




E.L. Doctorow

Snow Falling on Cedars


David Guterson

Sophie’s Choice



William Styron

Shipping News



E. Annie Proulx

Siddhartha




Herman Hesse

Slaughterhouse Five


Kurt Vonnegut

The Color Purple



Alice Walker

The Covenant



James Michener

The Grapes of Wrath


John Steinbeck

The Great Gatsby



F. Scott Fiszgerald

The Joy Luck Club



Amy Tan

The Living




Annie Dillard

The Old Man and the Sea


Ernest Hemingway

The Poisonwood Bible


Barbara Kingsolver

The Scarlet Letter



Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Stone Diaries



Carol Shields

The Sun Also Rises



Ernest Hemingway

The Testament



John Grisham

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Zola Hurston

Uncle Tom’s Cabin



Harriet Beecher Stowe

